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1) Purpose – goals, objectives, missions
2) Point of View – frame of reference, perspective, orientation
3) Question at Issue – problem to be solved, issue in question
4) Information – data, facts, observations, experiences
5) Conclusions – interpretations, inferences, solutions 
6) Concepts – theories, definitions, principles, models, axioms
7) Assumptions – presuppositions, beliefs taken for granted
8) Implications and Consequences --  likely or necessary outcomes
Also consider alternatives:  What is missing?  What else should we consider?  What other perspectives could we adopt?  What other conclusions could we draw?
The Standards of Critical Thinking
[image: Standards]
image1.jpeg
Miniature Guide to Analytic Thinking

Clarity

Accuracy

Precision

Relevance

Depth

a0

Breadth

|

Logic

|

Significance

|

Fairness

|

Could you elaborate?
Could you give me an example?
Could you illustrate what you mean?

How could we check on that?
How could we find out if that is true?
How could we verify or test that?

Could you be more specific?
Could you give me more details?
Could you be more exact?

How does that relate to the problem?
How does that bear on the question?
How does that help us with the issue?

What factors make this a difficult problem?

What are some of the complexities of this question?
What are some of the difficulties we need

to deal with?

Do we need to look at this from another perspective?
Do we need to consider another point of view?
Do we need to look at this in other ways?

Does all this make sense together?
Does your first paragraph fit in with your last?
Does what you say follow from the evidence?

Is this the most important problem to consider?
Is this the central idea to focus on?
Which of these facts are most important?

Do | have any vested interest in this issue?
Am | sympathetically representing the
viewpoints of others?

© 2005 Foundation for Critical Thinking www.criticalthinking.org




